
Drilling Grammar

Joel Pope



Introduction 

Present grammar structure by small 
scaffolding steps and follow with lots of 

practise and production activities. 



Present



Teach as Collocations with Vocabulary
(More for SS)



Gestures + Emphasis with Voice

SS3 Unit 3 – 
“It’s an elephant.”

SS3 Unit 3 – “What’s this?” vs. “What’s that?”



… gestures/visual cues are great for prompting and 
correcting, as is effective use of voice.

“It’s a ____.” “It’s (x) ____.”



“….the….”

Don’t laugh!

This has worked!



Practise and 
Production



Certainly for Older Ss, the list of possible 
activities is almost non-exhaustive!

Two-Points to Consider:
- Push students to really think.
- Push the students to “create” the grammar 

themselves (more HF and above).



Ss could do this in groups.
➢ This could help with 

building social skills.
➢ It could be made into a 

race.

Sorting activities great for TB and HF also, but can scaffold up to much more there.

Case Study: Small Stars SORTING



Case Study: High Fliers

(1)

(2)

Remember to 
scaffold up properly!

Always great fun to 
make it a team game!

“and” or 
“but”?



Case Study: TB
Sentence 
Corrections

Coming up with their 
own examples.

Full credit to Summer 
for pushing this so 
effectively.



Engraining in Long-
Term Memory

Spaced Practise and Continual 
Review



Bring Into Your Classroom Routines and Review 
Games

e.g. “What’s this?” and “What’s 
that?” in Simon Says.



Use Previously Taught Grammatical Structures in 
New Contexts

e.g. 



Continually Review Previously Taught Grammar, Even Incorporating Questions 
Involving it in Assignments for Newly Taught Grammar 



Assessing to Boost Retention

In addition to unit tests, 
you can do your own 
small tests regularly, for 
example, at the start or 
end of classes.



Summary of Key 
Points for Each 

Age Group



Small Stars

• Gestures.
• Visual prompts and corrections.
• Use of voice for emphasising and correcting
• Teach articles with vocabulary as collocations.
• Games and activities that make good use of all 

resources (e.g. sorting activities).
• Include as part of classroom routines.
• Use previously taught grammar in new contexts



High Fliers/TB
• Gestures
• Visual prompts and corrections
• Use of voice for emphasising and correcting
• Expansion drills

• Previously taught grammar in new contexts
• Assessment to boost retention
• Spaced Practise, e.g. incorporating old grammar, with new.

• Lots of different activities.

Turn activities into games 
where possible to make 
them fun and competitive.

Scaffold up to activities that 
really get students thinking 
and that get them “creating” 
the grammar themselves. Use high quality external 

resources.



High Fliers/TB
Activities
• Sorting 
• Gap-fills
• Substitution drills (e.g. changing the tense of a sentence)
• Matching
• Putting the words of a sentence in the correct order
• Correction activities
• Coming up with their own examples.
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